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Crowd Gate Maintenance

If you have either a Germania or one of the newer TechForAg CrowdGates, here are a few things you ought to do now and then for Periodic Maintenance:
· Re-tighten the long chains. As all roller chains they wear over time. Tightening them keeps the gate running straight. Chains should be how tight? 

· Run the gate all the way to the front
· Lift the chains with your hand somewhere half way down the holding Pen – you should not be able to lift them more than an inch or 1 ½” at the most.

· Tighten the turnbuckles in the back.

· Keep oil in the lubricator! One fill should last you from one to three months. Takes any kind of light weight motor oil, sewing machine oil, transmission fluid or Pneumatic Oil. The lubricator feeds oil to the motor only when the gate runs backwards – 2 to 5 drops per trip. You can see the drops in the sight glass on top, but only if you take a ride on the gate to the back of the holding back. Keep your hands and fingers out of the gears and chains.
· There are some (15) flanged bearings – sealed bearings – no lube required. If they do have zerks, chances are they are there for a different reason. Weird? Call for info.

· The (2) 3” diameter pins that connect the actual gate to the carriage need lube may be once a year. Any kind of lube. Some have zerks, some don’t. All newer and future gates do. If they don’t have them you have choices:
· Ignore them. It’s a rather sloppy fit and it’ll take many years for rust to affect the operation.

· Have someone add zerks. Drill a couple of holes thru the outer housing and press in the zerks.
· Wait until our next visit and we’ll add them.

· Grease the zerk on the lift cylinder nose piece. 

· The Cylinder Barrel itself is permanently lubricated – no lube needed

· Change the oil of the gear drive once a year. Gear lube 89-90 works best.

That’s about all I can think off. Call Rolf if you have questions 715-360-3660
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